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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
During January and February, I met with many of the committee chairs
and the department heads to learn about their programs and needs.
With this background I have identified a few of the issues facing the
Society and am working on a plan to address these volunteer concerns. I
am also meeting with the director and staff at least once a week to
assure that the Society runs smoothly on a day to day basis and to
collect information for our members so I can share the Society’s latest
achievements and activities with you regularly.

The Historical Society of
Harford County, Inc.,
headquarters.
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With the closing of Sears at Harford Mall, the Society was able to obtain
much needed shelving units for the archives collection in the basement.
Meanwhile, the new HVAC system was also installed in the basement,
providing the controlled atmosphere needed to protect the artifacts,
textiles, books and artwork stored in this area.
The Hays House Museum also received some vital attention with the
removal of old porch flooring, rotted firewood and debris from the
grounds. Much work remains, but we will address this as soon as
possible to bring the museum back to its prime.
Now for some exciting news, the Society is pleased to announce the
return of the Nico Sarbanes Trio for the 2nd Annual Wine & Jazz
Festival. Last year’s event was a huge success and this year promises to
be just as amazing. Tickets are on sale now. (See more in the Coming
Events section of the newsletter.) There will be great food and attendees
may bring their favorite adult beverage. If you would like to help, we
are still seeking additional sponsors for the event. Call the Society at
410-838-7691 or visit the website for more information on sponsorships.
Space is limited so I encourage you to get your tickets early.
Thank you for your continued membership and support. Please
remember that we are always seeking new volunteers. If you have some
time, I encourage you to reach out to me or someone else on the staff to
talk about the many opportunities available.
Bill Walden, President
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COMING EVENTS


WINE & JAZZ SWINGS AGAIN

The Historical Society is pleased to
announce its second annual Wine
& Jazz night, featuring the Nico
Sarbanes Trio. The show will be
held at the Society’s Headquarters,
143 N. Main Street in Bel Air on
Friday, March 20, 2020. The fun
starts at 7 pm with emcee Terry
Trouyet, “The Jazz Doctor” from
91.1 FM. The event will be catered
by Dean & Brown offering beer,
wine and delicious heavy hors
d’oeuvres.
Nico Sarbanes is a jazz vocalist, trumpeter, and composer. He has emerged as one of the genre's most
talented young performers, combining a virtuosic technique on the trumpet with an impressive
command of the vocal repertoire of the Great American Songbook. As a bandleader, Nico has led
performances and recorded with some of today's greatest jazz players, including Antonio Hart, Cyrus
Chestnut, Warren Wolf, Ben Wolfe, Winard Harper, Mark Gross, and Tim Green.
Reservations are encouraged as space is limited. The $40 ticket includes beer, wine and heavy hors
d’oeuvres. All proceeds will support the restoration and preservation of the Hays House and the
Historical Society along with other Historical Society initiatives. Terry Trouyet will open the evening
with recorded music at 7 pm, featuring some of the Jazz Doctor’s favorites. The Nico Sarbanes Trio will
take the stage at 7:30 pm. Reservation forms are in the back of the newsletter or you may sign up on the
Society website www.HarfordHistory.org or by calling 410-838-7691.



HAYS HOUSE HAPPENINGS

Hays House will open its 2020 season with History Alive! Rosalie Calvert’s War of 1812. Join us on
Sunday March 8 for this exciting interactive experience. The show will begin at 1:30 in the afternoon
with award-winning actress and Smithsonian scholar Mary Ann Jung portraying Rosalie Calvert,
mistress of the Riversdale Plantation in Bladensburg. Re-live the dramatic Battle of Bladensburg and
find out how close it came to Rosalie’s beloved Riversdale.
Experience her learning of the creation of the Star-Spangled Banner by
Francis Scott Key, who married her friend Polly. This experience is sure to
be a memorable one. Be sure not to miss it. Admission is $5 for adults; $3
for students and senior citizens. Children under four are free. This, as all
events, includes a tour of the 1788 house.
On Sunday, March 22 join us at Hays House for a book discussion. We will
review a selection of books about women important to American history –
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from wives and daughters of our Founding Fathers to twentieth century spies.
Many of the books will be on display as we lead visitors in a book discussion
at 1:30. Please feel free to bring or discuss some of your own favorites.
Admission is free for this event.
On April 26, bring the kiddies for a draw and talk by local author and artist
Joanne Galantino. Listen and watch as she creates her characters before your
eyes. Stu Kangaroo is a book encouraging children to dream about their futures
and how to make their dreams come true. Admission for this event is $3 for all
ages.

Stu Kangaroo



BROWN BAG LUNCH SERIES: The Fourth Estate: 50 Years of Journalism in Harford County

On Tuesday, March 10 at 12:30 pm the Society will welcome Brown Bag lunch guest speaker Kimber
Allan Vought, former news and editorial page editor for The Aegis and The
Record newspapers. Vought covered news in Harford County for more than 46
years prior to his retirement in December 2018. Originally from Delaware
County, PA, Allan graduated from Northwestern University in Illinois with
Bachelors’ and Master’s degrees in journalism and political science / economics.
He moved to Maryland in 1970-71, living in Ocean City for two years before
settling in Harford County.
The county experienced major transformations during his tenure with The
Aegis: a new form of government, major shifts in the employment base, the Kimber Allan Vought
transportation system, the school system and in population growth. He served at
a time when all these events were covered in detail by the local press. With changing technology and
economic developments, this is no longer the case.
Vought will look at the state of community news reporting in Harford County today, how it has
changed in the past half century and the potential for Harford becoming a “news desert under the
current media control of the Baltimore Sun.” He will also answer questions
about how the Aegis covered events during his tenure and questions on
related topics.


BROWN BAG LUNCH SERIES: William Paca, Harford’s Native Son

On Tuesday, April 14, 2020 at 12:30 pm, the Historical Society will feature
Bonnie Miranda as our Brown Bag Lunch guest speaker, telling the story of
The Life & Times of William Paca. Paca was born in Abingdon in 1740 and
went on to become a well-respected attorney, one of Maryland’s governors,
a Signer of the Declaration of Independence and much more.

Bonnie Miranda

Ms. Miranda, a member of the William Paca Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution, will share Paca’s amazing life story and some
background on the Daughters of the American Revolution.
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VOLUNTEER OPEN HOUSE

Always wondered what really goes on in the Historical Society? Here’s
your chance to see it first-hand. Join us on Saturday, March 28 between 10
AM – 2 PM for a free tour of the Society and learn about the many available
volunteer opportunities. Whether your interest is history, merchandising,
carpentry, gardening, advertising, photography or technology, we have a
job for you. Actually, the list goes on and on.
Come for the comradery; come for the joy of doing something worthwhile; come because you are
needed. We will fit the job to your needs, talents and availability.



THE DAN MEYER CHOIR AND THE MUSIC OF MARYLAND

Join us for our Spring Quarterly meeting at the Christ Our King Church, 10 Lexington Road in Bel Air
on Saturday, April 4, 2020 at 7 pm and enjoy the unique music of the Dan Meyer Choir. This
community choir celebrates Maryland history and culture with original compositions and
arrangements done in four-part harmony. They have
performed throughout the Baltimore Washington area in
various venues including the Enoch Pratt Free Library,
the Baltimore Shakespeare Company, the Star-Spangled
Banner Flag House, the Georgetown neighborhood
Library, the Maryland Historical Society and Frederick’s
Maryland Ensemble Theater.
The choir will celebrate the Music of Maryland with
acapella arrangements of songs written between 1853
and 2012. From Ocean City to Cumberland, from the
Civil War to the silent movies, rekindle your affections for the Old Line State with this one of a kind
performance.
Tickets are $15 for the concert and refreshments will be served. Reservations are recommended and are
available on the Society website www.HarfordHistory.org, by mail (See the reservation form on page
12) or by calling the Society at 410-838-7691.

GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS
The Genealogy Workshop series continues March 11 at 7 pm with a discussion on tracing your Irish
ancestors. Many families and individuals emigrated from Ireland to the colonies long before the
infamous Irish famine to work on the railroads and in the mills. When the famine hit emigration
became a way of survival. Come learn about those ancestors and how to trace their journey in this
often-terrifying time.
On April 8 at 7 pm, Christopher Smithson will provide an overview of the essential Genealogical
software needed to make your foray into this fascinating subject fruitful and successful.
The fee for each session is $10 and meetings are held at the Historical Society, 143 N. Main St in Bel Air.
Join these talented genealogists and learn about those long-lost ancestors and how they shaped your
world.
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SAVE THE DATE
Quarterly Lecture & Tea by Mike Dixon: The Story Behind a Geographic Boundary

The Historical Society’s first quarterly lecture and tea of the year was canceled due to inclement
weather. However, our guest speaker, Michael L. Dixon, M.S, M.A., has graciously agreed to
reschedule. The new date is Saturday, May 9, 2020 at 2 pm at the Historical Society headquarters.
Dixon, a noted historian and writer whose research and teaching focuses on social history and
community studies, has worked to encourage public interest and participation in the preservation of
the past for several decades while creating understanding between earlier eras and the present.
Addressing his areas of scholarship, he has appeared on the Today Show, Maryland Public
Television, the National Geographic Channel, and National Public Radio shows. Dixon has also been
interviewed about his work by the Wall Street Journal, National Geographic Magazine, Southern
Living, and other major periodicals. His interest in the study of the past started in the late 1960s when
he started volunteering as a teenager at the Historical Society of Cecil County. As an adjunct professor,
he teaches at Harford Community College and Wilmington University.
The Mason Dixon Line, the delineated border between Harford County, Maryland and Pennsylvania,
uniquely conveys the story of our country from the earliest colonial days when the states’ borders were
established, often in highly contentious ways, to the most combative era of our country’s history, the
Civil War. This is the history of our county, our country written large on our doorstep, yet few of us
know much about it except occasionally seeing one of the markers. This is an amazing opportunity to
learn first-hand how critical this boundary was in the past and what it means today.
Tickets are $15 for the Tea and Lecture. Reservations are recommended and are available on the Society
website www.HarfordHistory.org, by mail (See the reservation form on page 11) or by calling the
Society at 410-838-7691.
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THE BURNING OF RISING SUN AND THE BEL AIR MAN WHO CAUSED IT.
By George F. Harrison, Jr.
It was a calm summer morning, June 21, 1921 to be exact. The downtown streets of the small Cecil
county village of Rising Sun were just beginning to come alive to begin the day. There were few people
on the streets and very little vehicle traffic. That was a good sign for the 22-year-old driver of the
American Oil Company gasoline tank truck who arrived about 9:45 a.m. from the company’s Bel Air
storage facility. That meant he could easily back his truck into the 15 foot wide alley next to the garage
where he was to deliver a supply of gasoline to two underground tanks. In those days gasoline was
sold at various businesses because the stand-alone gasoline station so well known today had not yet
come into being.
The delivery method was simple. The truck was driven over the opening to the underground tanks, a
large funnel was inserted into the opening and a makeshift hose made from a tire tube and connected
to a spigot on the truck was lowered into the tank. The gasoline flowed into the tank by gravity.
The first delivery went smoothly. The 250 gallons of “straight” gas, or regular in today’s terminology,
was delivered, then the truck was started up and moved over the second tank which was to receive the
same amount of “Amoco”, the company’s premium brand.
The driver went through the same procedures as the first delivery. He dropped the tube into the tank
and then turned the spigot. As he turned away a massive explosion ripped through the tank truck
sending the driver flying across the street where he landed up against the side of a building. He
suffered burns on his face and hands, but otherwise survived without serious injury. Incredibly, there
were no other reported injuries.
That could not be said for downtown Rising Sun. The fireball destroyed the truck and engulfed the
frame garage next to it. The fire raced down the street in both directions, quickly setting fire to nearby
buildings, including a house, a church and two large stores, before spreading to other structures in the
downtown area. There was no way to stop it. The town of Rising Sun did not have a fire department as
such. Their equipment consisted of a hose cart, chemical extinguishers and two 40 gallon water
wagons, no match for a gasoline fueled fire on a dry summer day.
Fire trucks were called from several distant cities, including Wilmington, Delaware, York, Pa., Havre
de Grace and Baltimore. It took time for distant fire companies to respond to the call and navigate the
narrow roads leading to Rising Sun. The fire burned for four hours before the blaze was brought under
control, which by then, there was little left to burn. The business community was in ruins and the
townspeople in despair. But they were determined to rebuild their community. And the first order of
business was to create a fire company.
Within a week, the townsmen got together to organize a volunteer fire department, and on August 4,
1921, less than two months after the destruction, the Community Fire Company of Rising Sun was
officially born.
The big question, of course, is what happened, and why. The basic facts were clear: The gasoline in the
truck caught fire, touching off the fuel in the underground tanks, which resulted in the massive
explosion. But how did the fire start.
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The owner of the garage where the gasoline was being delivered filed a lawsuit against Louis Blaustein,
the owner of the oil company, known publicly as Amoco, alleging that the fire was caused by
negligence of the defendant. After a lengthy trial the Maryland Court of Appeals eventually ruled there
was no evidence that the fire was “caused by any negligence on the part of the defendant.”
So what did cause the fire? After an extensive investigation by state and federal authorities, it was
decided that static electricity had built up in the tank trunk while it was traveling over the road. A tiny
spark that may have been caused by opening the spigot on the truck probably caused the volatile
gasoline fumes to catch fire. Authorities determined that in order to prevent such incidents from
occurring in the future all tanker trucks would be equipped with a steel chain that would dangle from
the vehicle and touch the road as a means of discharging any static electricity that could build up while
in motion. That was the standard method used for many years to reduce the chances of another
destructive fire from gasoline fumes.
Now cleared of any wrongdoing on his part, the driver went on to manage the Amoco Bel Air Bulk
plant for several years before being transferred to the Carolinas and later Pennsylvania to manage
operations in those states. He left the company in 1939 to start his own business in Bel Air, selling
petroleum products and, later, paint products at his retail store on Main Street.
That truck driver, who burned down the town of Rising Sun, was my father, George F. Harrison, Sr.

JUNE YARD SALE – SALE ITEMS NEEDED
The Historical Society is preparing for its annual yard sale. We welcome donations of household items,
books, furniture, glassware, clothing in good shape, decorative items, craft supplies, jewelry, antiques
etc. You may drop off your contributions during our regular business hours (Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, 9 AM – 3 PM) starting on April 1st. Items may be left after hours on the loading dock at the
rear of the building. In some instances, we may be able to arrange for pick-up if you are unable to
transport your contributions.
Please talk to your friends and neighbors to ask for donations. If you know someone who is moving,
downsizing, or just working on some spring cleaning, please ask them to consider contacting the
Society about a donation at 410-838-7691 or via email at DirectorHSHC@HarfordHistory.org.
The Yard Sale will be held on Saturday, June 27th, 9 AM – 3 PM.

HARFORD HERITAGE CELEBRATIONS
On January 16, 2020, leaders from 17 different countywide organizations filled the room at the Society’s
first Harford Heritage Celebrations (HHC) meeting. The initiative is meant to bring together a wide
variety of groups with interests in historical events and programs so they can plan, share information,
coordinate, publicize and support upcoming events highlighting three initiatives: 2020 Year of the
Woman, the upcoming 250th Anniversary of Harford County, and the more distant anniversary of the
Marquis de Lafayette’s 1824 tour of the U.S.
A forward leaning discussion about county events celebrating women’s right to vote was led by Jackie
Seneschal, Society member. She collected information from the 30 attendees. Executive Director of Visit
Harford, Greg Pizzuto, said his office will include information about these events on the County’s Visit
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Harford website. Havre de Grace representative, Erika Sturgill described a program already underway
at City Council meetings, highlighting the story a different woman at each of its council meetings.
Additionally, the County Historic Preservation Planner, Caitlin Merritt described the story maps the
county is working on and asked that anyone having information about the Suffrage movement in
Harford contact her by early April with stories or photos from this time period. The map will be
available in the summer of 2020.
For the County’s 250th Anniversary in 2023, the group discussed a proposal to promote Harford’s
anniversary by collecting and distributing over time, “250 Facts about Harford County.” Each curio
would be released in a still-to-be determined media outlet. Other suggestions included, recognizing
farms that have remained in the same family since the County was established, highlighting the date of
the County’s founding in March 1773 and the 250th Anniversary of the Bush Declaration in 1775. In
future meetings the group will form a planning committee to develop these and other ideas further.
The group will also form a planning committee to develop and coordinate celebrations for the
Lafayette Tour Anniversary. The City of Havre de Grace was a favorite of General Lafayette and has
already started planning events. The City will restore its statue of Marquis de Lafayette as part of the
200th Anniversary of his tour of 24 states from 1824 to 1825.
As part of the group’s effort to share information about what other County organizations are planning
for the Year of the Woman, please note the following:
o

March 2 – Havre De Grace Opera House will feature the movie Woman at War at 7pm

o

March 3 – Living Artfully with Sandra Magsamen at Abingdon Library, 8 am – 12:30 pm

o

March 4 – Havre de Grace Opera House will host a lecture presentation Preserving Vintage MD
Recipes at 7 pm

o

March 8 – Hays House Museum in Bel Air, Rosalie Calvert & the War of 1812, 1 pm

o

March 16 – the AAUW will host Connie Beims and Christine Tolbert at Medstar Community Room
12 at 7 pm presenting A Journey Thru Berkley, MD: A Tapestry of Black & White Lives

o

March 22 – Hays House Museum in Bel Air, Books About Women in American History, 1 pm

o

March 23 History Alive Presents: Amelia Earhart, Fallston Library, 6:30 – 7:30 pm

o

March 28 –Elizabeth Cady Stanton: Equality for All, an interactive show featuring Mary Ann Jung,
Havre de Grace Library, 12 – 1:30 pm

o

April 4 - Harford County Cultural Arts Board will present Poet Laureate, Grace Cavalieri at the
Artists Emporium in Havre de Grace, 6 pm

NEW MEMBERS
David Lakites, Julie Van Campen, Robert Feldt, Sarah Chamberlin, Leslie Sullivan, Mary Roles,
Christopher M. Vaught, Suzanne Ray, John Kennedy, Kyle Fisher, James O. Shell, Chad Sheridan, Jane
Ayers
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HARFORD COUNTIAN FIGHTS IN TEXAS REVOLUTION
By Fred Jenkins, Houston, Texas
As a Maryland native living in Texas, I still closely follow our rich family history in
Harford County. So, I was very interested when I found out about George B. Green
(1813-1885) in Texas. He fought in the Texas Revolution in 1836 at the current
location of the San Jacinto Monument. Also located there is the San Jacinto
Museum of History. Through museum visits and research, I found out more about
George, who was born in Harford County. He became very active in Central Texas
after the war where he became a successful surveyor. He married twice and raised
13 children.
George was the brother of Lyttleton Green (1817-1897), the father of my great
grandmother, Louisa Green (1859-1939). He was born 18 May 1813, in Havre de
Grace, Harford County, Maryland, son of Joshua Green (1762-1840) and Elizabeth
Kentle Myers (About 1785-1861). His siblings were Lyttleton, Harriet, John, Henry,
Joshua, Thomas, Louisa, and Elizabeth.
George B. Green
1813-1885

Not much is known about George in Harford County. He was born there in 1813 but arrived in Texas
in 1835. So, he was there only 22 years, all before his army service and before both marriages
The story goes that he set out for Texas with brothers Joshua and Thomas. After they arrived in
Jackson, Mississippi, Joshua and Thomas formed a successful bank, J. and T. Green Bank. They
remained there as notable citizens of Jackson, married and raised their families. They are buried in
Hinds County, Mississippi.
But George went on to Texas. He certifies that he arrived in Texas on 04 May 1835. He enlisted in
Captain Jesse Billingsley’s Company C in Colonel Edward Burleson’s First Regiment Texan Volunteers
in General Sam Houston’s army. They fought at the battle of San Jacinto on 21 April 1836, defeating the
Mexican Army under General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna after a battle that lasted only eighteen
minutes.
A few weeks later Santa Anna, who was captured during the battle, signed a peace treaty which started
the process of Texas becoming a sovereign nation, and led to the Mexican-American War. Following
that war, land came to the United States that formed the states of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona,
Nevada, California, Utah, and parts of Colorado, Wyoming, Kansas, and Oklahoma. In 1845, Texas
would become the 28th state, being admitted to the Union as a slave state and later becoming a member
of the Confederate States of America.
George received at least two land bounties from Texas as compensation for his army service. Each
bounty awarded him 640 acres, which he redeemed for land in the central part of the state. He settled
in Nashville, in Milam County, Texas and became a surveyor. He teamed up in the surveying business
with one of his comrades from the army, George B. Erath. Together, they laid out most of the land in
the Milam Land District, as well as the towns of Waco and Cameron.
He married Martha Chance (1822-1859) in 1840, daughter of James and Sarah Ann Harrell Chance,
from Hinds County, Mississippi. They must have met there a few years earlier when he came through
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Veterans of San Jacinto, about 1879.
(1) George Green (bottom row, third from left).
(2) George B. Erath, close friend and surveying associate (third row from top, second from right)
(3) Captain Jesse Billingsley, Company commander (second row from top, second from left).

Jackson on his way to Texas. They had seven children: Louisa, Ben Milam, Robert Baylor, Charles,
Eudocia, James Buchanan, and Eunice.
After Martha died in 1859, he married again to Nancy Hasseltine Anderson (1840-1918) in 1861. She
was the daughter of Rev. Thomas Maddison and Mary Cunningham Anderson from Talladega,
Alabama. Children of this marriage were Williametta, Mary Elizabeth, Alice, Laura, Henry Clay, and
John Anderson.
George is found in all the censuses, 1850 through 1880, with various family groupings, based on the
ages and marriages of the children. All four census sources have him in Milam County, Texas; he is
listed as a surveyor in all but 1860 where he is shown as a farmer.
George, Martha, and Nancy are all buried in Oakhill Cemetery, Cameron, Milam County, Texas
(30.84640, -96.97580). George’s stone contains the inscription, “Born in Harford County, MD May 18,
1813”: quite a find here in Texas for a guy from Maryland. The Texas Historical Marker, located next to
the grave monument, is made of Texas pink granite similar to the Capitol building in Austin. With its
natural black marbling, it is virtually impossible to scan and read. It reads, "San Jacinto veteran, Texas
War for Independence. Ranger, surveyor, honored citizen of Milam County (1962)", with incised Star
and Wreath. Louis W. Kemp’s two page biography lists many of his descendants with marriages and
towns, but nothing about his life in Harford County.
Photos from George Green Papers, MC015, Herzstein Library,
San Jacinto Museum of History, Houston, Texas
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THE GEORGE W. ARCHER FELLOW AWARD
Each year the Society recognizes one individual with the George W. Archer Fellow Award. The award
is given to a member and others in the community who has demonstrated exceptional service toward
the mission and goals of the Historical Society. The criteria for the award are: years of exceptional
service; number of volunteer hours; recognition of special projects or research; in addition, the Archer
Fellow may be awarded to those persons who have striven to support the preservation of the history of
Harford County outside the direct efforts of the Society. This effort may include outstanding activism,
in kind services or volunteer efforts. The nomination process begins in March and closes May 31st.
Please complete the following form and return to the Society with your suggested nominee:
I nominate ____________________________________________for the George W. Archer Fellow Award.
(Please print)

Address of Nominee: _______________________________________________________________________
Please describe on a separate sheet of paper why you think your nominee should receive the George W.
Archer Fellow Award. (No more than 250 words)
Your Name: ___________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Phone No.: ____________________________

Date: ____________________________

Please send the completed form and recommendation to: George W. Archer Fellow Award, Historical
Society of Harford County Inc., 143 N. Main Street, Bel Air, MD 21014
.

RESERVATION FORM
Date

Event

Fee

# Tickets

Amount

Mar 11

Genealogy Workshop: Irish Genealogy

$10

_______

$_______

Mar 20

Wine & Jazz Swings Again

$40

_______

$_______

Apr 4

Dan Meyer Choir: The Music of Maryland

$15

_______

$_______

Apr 8

Genealogy Software

$10

_______

$_______

May 9

Lecture & Tea: The Mason Dixon Line

$15

_______

$_______

May 13

Genealogy Workshop: Clues in Names

$10

_______

$_______

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED ............................................................................................. $_______
Name: ____________________________________________ Ph. or E-Mail: ____________________________
For more information, check the Society’s website at www.HarfordHistory.org,
www.Facebook.com/HarfordCountyHistoricalSociety or call 410-838-7691. Return your Reservation
form to the Historical Society, 143 N. Main Street, Bel Air, MD. 21014.
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