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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
250 years have passed since the Continental Congress signed the 
Declaration of Independence, clearly stating that all men are created 
equal and have the same rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. Maryland was considered one of the “Southern Colonies” 
and, along with Pennsylvania and the New England colonies, was 
strongly concerned with religious freedom. In 1773, Harford County 
became its own sovereign territory, separating from Baltimore County. 
Two years later, on March 22, 1775, the Bush Declaration was signed by 
34 of Harford County’s most civic-minded citizens, expressing support 
for the Patriot cause in the emerging American Revolution. 

Maryland signers to the Declaration of Independence were 
attorney and later Supreme Court Justice Samuel Chase, attorney, 
governor, and founder of Washington College, William Paca, 
attorney and farmer Thomas Stone, and the entrepreneur Charles 
Carroll III.  

Later, the Articles of Confederation bound the colonies together 
for unified governance, leading to the evolution of the concept of 
the United States and the freedoms it ensures.  

These freedoms have been bravely defended relentlessly 
throughout our history, and our desire to maintain them unites us 
all. God Bless America!  

See you at the Harford History Center and Hays House for the July 4th 
Festivities! Help us celebrate the nation’s 250th Anniversary. See details 
on all scheduled events in the newsletter. 

Best, 

Charles (Chuck) J Castoro, M.D., President 

The Historical Society of 
Harford County, Inc., 

headquarters. 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS 2026 
The Semiquincentennial is here! July 4th marks the 250th Anniversary of the signing 
of the Declaration of Independence and the founding of the United States of 
America. Across Harford County, organizations have planned history, civics, and 
service events and activities to commemorate the Anniversary. For a full listing, visit 
www.helloharford.com and select the America 250 Calendar. 

America 250 Harford County Celebration Trail: Explore museums and historic sites across the County to 
discover the stories of the people who came before us. Visit https://letsrallie.com/events/harford-county-
celebration-trail to learn more. 

 Saturday, June 27th

 Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary March and Rails, Cans, & Community Fun Day
Visit aberdeen250.org/events for a schedule of activities.

 Darlington Independence Day Parade & Fireworks
Visit www.darlingtonmdparade.com for more information.

 Saturday, July 4th

 Bel Air Independence Day Celebration
Visit belairjuly4.org for a schedule of activities.

 Sunday, July 5th

 Havre de Grace Independence Day Parade, Concert, and Fireworks
Visit hdgjuly4th.com for a full list of activities.

For questions or comments, e-mail the America 250 Harford County Committee at 
historic@harfordcountymd.gov 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY HEADQUARTERS RENAMED 
Earlier this year, the Society Board of Trustees decided to rebrand the headquarters building as The 
Harford History Center. The new name distinguishes this building from the Society’s other facility, the 
Hays House Museum. At the same time, it more directly reflects the building’s function as a collections 
facility, research center, and destination for residents and tourists alike to learn about Harford County 
history from earliest days to the present. We encourage you to visit the Harford History Center to view 
our emerging exhibits and displays and/or to attend one of the exciting programs planned for the 
coming month.

NEW MEMBERS 
Cynthia Wurzburger Rines, Douglas E. Laird, Zachary Watters, Broom's Bloom Dairy 
and Homeland Farm, Christopher Alan Providence, Frank Hajek and Associates, P.A., 
David Panowitz, Carolyn Adams, Randolph Coates, David Warnick, Sue Hill, Glenn 

Shaw, James Massey, Dean Alban Family, Julie Herman 
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AWARDS RECOGNITION 
 DAR Recognizes Historian, Roxann Redd-Wallace

On April 18, 2026, at its sixth annual awards reception this spring, held at the Maryland Golf and Country 
Club in Bel Air, the Governor William Paca Chapter presented awards to outstanding Harford County 
residents in many fields of endeavor, such as historic preservation, literacy, conservation, women in art, 
women in history, youth citizenship, outstanding teacher of American history, community service, DAR 
Good Citizen, and outstanding cadet. 

The chapter gave its fourth Historic Preservation Medal, the highest honor, to Roxann Redd-Wallace, a 
Harford County resident who has been active locally and nationally in African American historic 
preservation. 

Over 140 honorees and guests attended, including Patty Maclay, Vice-Regent of the Maryland State 
Society DAR, who presented certificates to those being honored. 

 The Society of the War of 1812 & Harford County Council Recognize Genealogist, Henry C. Peden,
Jr.

Henry C. Peden, Jr., past President and longtime volunteer of the Historical 
Society, is a renowned genealogist and award-winning author. His amazing 
contributions to the County over the years, through his writing and research, 
were recently recognized at two award ceremonies. First, the Sons of the War 
of 1812 recognized him for his thirty-five years of tireless research and labor as 
a genealogist. This is the highest honor that the Maryland Society of the Sons 
of the War of 1812 bestows upon one of its members. Later, the Harford County 
Council recognized Mr. Peden as a Harford County Living Treasure, 
recognizing his many accomplishments and years of dedication and service to 
the community. 

COMING EVENTS 
 America 250: Declaration of Independence Public Art Display

The History Center, 143 N. Main St., Bel Air, July 4, 4 pm – 5:30 pm, July 6– 8, 10 am - 4 pm

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, …
This July, the Declaration of Independence turns 250 years old. In commemoration of this historic 
Anniversary, the Historical Society of Harford County (HSHC) is showcasing a public art exhibition 
featuring prize-winning works by selected artists at the Harford History Center, 143 N. Main Street, in 
Bel Air.  

The Historical Society reproduced the artwork designed by local artists on seven 5ft x 9ft horizontal 
printed vinyl panels. It will be showcased at a four-day exhibit at the History Center, then moved to a 
long-term display along the History Center's fence line on East Gordon St. Artists submitted printable 
reproductions of original work that interpreted one of seven curated phrases from the Declaration of 
Independence. The selected phrases are shown below: 
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Selected artwork will be on public display on July 4 between 4 and 5:30 pm, and on July 6–8 between 
10 am and 4 pm. On July 9, History Center staff and volunteers will officially install the panels during 
an unveiling ceremony on the Society’s Gordon Street fence line for all to enjoy. 

The event is free. Donations appreciated. 

 American Revolutionary War Experience: Traveling Exhibit Comes to the Hays House Museum
and the Harford History Center

 The Hays House Museum, 324 Kenmore Avenue, Bel Air, MD 21014
Exhibit times: July 4 – 9 am to 12 pm; Monday – Friday, 10 am – 6 pm; No Sunday hours 

 The Harford History Center, 143 N. Main St., Bel Air, MD 21014
Exhibit times: July 11 – 20, 10 am – 6 pm; Saturday 10 am – 4 pm; no Sunday hours. 

How were the lives of ordinary people affected by the events of the American 
Revolutionary War? As tensions mounted across the Thirteen Colonies, the 
entire Revolutionary Generation faced a difficult choice: to pledge loyalty to the 
Patriot cause and the prospect of a new nation, or to remain loyal to the King as 
subjects of the British Empire. How would you choose? 

The Historical Society invites you to visit this exhibit and explore the stories of 
the people, places, and events that led to the American Revolution. Then, answer 
this question for yourself. It may not be the easy answer that you believe. 

Traveling Exhibit Background:  
The countdown is on to the 250th Anniversary of the war for independence. 

To commemorate the occasion, the Daughters’ of the American Revolution and the American Battlefield 
Trust have partnered to bring a special traveling exhibit, the American Revolution Experience, to towns 
across the nation. 

Declaration Phrase Civic Concept 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident…” Shared community values & civic identity 

“That all [people] are created equal…” Equality, fairness, belonging 

“Unalienable rights… Life, Liberty, 
Happiness” 

Rights awareness & autonomy 

“To secure these rights… governments are 
instituted” 

Purpose and processes of gov’t 

“Deriving their just powers from the consent 
of the governed…” 

Popular sovereignty, voice, legitimate 
government 

“When gov’t becomes destructive… 
alter/abolish” 

Civic critique, reform, and revolution 

“We, therefore… declare” Civic commitment & duty 
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The Historical Society of Harford County, Inc, and the Governor William Paca Chapter of the Daughters’ 
of the American Revolution are excited to feature this exhibit at the Hays House Museum, 324 Kenmore 
Avenue in Bel Air, from July 4 – 9, 2026, and at the History Center, 143 N. Main St. in Bel Air from 
July 11 – 20, 2026. The innovative pop-up exhibition includes display panels and interactive digital kiosks 
that use storytelling, illustration, technology, and unique artifacts and primary accounts to connect 
modern audiences with the people and places that shaped the birth of our nation.  

DAR representative, Dr. Sandra Wallis, explained, “It is a real honor for us to have this amazing 
exhibition on the actual 250th birthday!” It is also an amazing opportunity for residents of the Baltimore 
region to see an exhibit that has received such acclaim over the past several years in so many locations 
across the United States. 

The American Revolution Experience launched online in its first digital-only iteration during the summer 
of 2022 to rapid acclaim and received a Bronze Award in the Education, Art, & Culture division of the 
second annual Anthem Awards, an initiative of the Webby Awards celebrating purpose and mission-
driven work. It was also a finalist in the “People’s Choice” category at the Webby Awards. 

The traveling exhibit includes 12 panels highlighting thematic connections among profiled individuals 
and three interactive kiosks that link to the full digital biographies, provide documentary context on the 
Revolutionary War, and offer information on how to visit the places tied to these individuals today. Both 
online and on-site, the American Revolution Experience features custom illustrations by South Carolina-
based artist Dale Watson. The exhibit also draws on documents and objects in DAR’s collection, as well 
as the Trust’s industry-leading digital interpretation resources. 

“Independence may have been declared in Philadelphia by the Declaration’s 56 signers, but it was hard-
won on the battlefields we protect by the thousands of Patriot soldiers from whom today’s Daughters’ 
trace descent,” said Trust President David Duncan. “Together, our organizations bear witness to the fact 
that we are not so far removed from those impactful events that there are meaningful ways to bridge 
those 250 years.” 

The American Revolution Experience will travel to scores of libraries, historical societies, and museums 
through 2027, introducing visitors to a cast of historical characters with diverse experiences throughout 
the conflict and the places they visited on their journey. 

The American Revolution Experience invites visitors to consider the choice faced by members of the 
revolutionary generation as tensions mounted in the 1770s: Would these ordinary citizens risk their lives 
and livelihoods in pursuit of liberty? Or would they remain loyal subjects of the British crown, coming 
into conflict with neighbors and family? The exhibit surfaces diverse viewpoints and experiences, 
touching on the journeys — both literal and figurative — of Patriots and Loyalists, men and women, 
Black and Native populations, and even international allies. Rather than focusing solely on generals and 
famous statesmen, it introduces audiences to drummer boys, military mapmakers, and other ordinary 
people who were affected by global events. 

The event is free. Donations appreciated 
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 America 250 Speakers Series: Bald Friar: A Fresh Look at an Ancient Landmark 

Featuring Dan Coates, Tuesday, August 11, 2026, 12:30 pm 
The Harford History Center, 143 N. Main St., Bel Air, MD 21014 

This guided discussion will focus on the simple questions WHAT, 
WHERE, WHO, WHY, and WHEN regarding the prehistoric rock 
images found at Bald Friar Ford, between Harford and Cecil 
Counties. It will address the four very unique styles of petroglyphs 
studied in the lower Susquehanna River basin, with comparisons to 
those of the Allegheny/Monongahela drainage. A new theory will 
be presented to explain the cultural significance of the Bald Friar 
site, supported by individual image interpretation and artifacts of 
the region. 

Guest Speaker Dan Coates has over 25 years of local archeological 
experience. He serves as the curator for the Prehistoric Culture 
exhibit at Liriodendron and the Upper Bay Museum in North East. 

This is a unique opportunity to see the petroglyphs on display at the Harford History Center. The speaker 
will provide a list of nearby petroglyph sites and distribute handouts, allowing attendees to continue 
exploring this fascinating story on their own. 

Registration required (www.HarfordHistory.org). Members $10, Non- Members $25 

RICHARD’S CORNER 
Benjamin Banneker’s Almanac 

The Historical Society's archives regularly reveal fascinating discoveries. 
Recently, archivist Mary Cardwell discovered a cache of materials donated by 
Dr. George W. Archer before he died in 1907. The file includes a copy of 
Benjamin Banneker's Almanac for 1795, a description of Banneker's life, the 
provenance of the materials, and associated background materials.  

Mr. Banneker was born on a farm near Joppa in 1731. At the time, this area was 
still part of Baltimore County. A letter accompanying the documents describes 
Mr. Banneker's family and accomplishments. This compelling story is 
summarized here. 

Molly Welsh, an English woman, came to Maryland as an indentured servant. 
After serving her indentured term, she saved enough money to purchase 
property and two enslaved men to help her work her small plantation. She 
freed the enslaved men and eventually married one of them, known as Banneka.   She took his name and 
modified the spelling to Banneker. They had four daughters together. The oldest daughter, Mary, 
married a Black man named Robert, who took her last name. In 1731, they had a son, Benjamin. His 
grandmother taught him to read and write, but his formal education came from a Quaker school near 
his home in Joppa. 
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Impressed by his skills in mathematical calculations, the school's teacher introduced him to fellow 
Quaker George Ellicott, a prominent planter, surveyor, and mill owner. Ellicott was well educated and 
extremely liberal in his views. He took on Banneker as a student, helping develop his love for science 
and astronomy. He taught him how to survey, which led to his appointment as one of the surveyors 
hired to determine the boundaries of Washington, D.C. The drafting instruments and telescopes 
provided to Banneker by Ellicott allowed him to develop his Almanac. In 1792, at Ellicott's urging, he 
sent a copy of his first Almanac to Thomas Jefferson, who was then Secretary of State. Jefferson was so 
impressed that he forwarded a copy to the French Academy of Science, where it attracted much notice. 
Interestingly, Banneker was probably the only mathematician of note to write problems in verse.  

At age 22, Banneker invented a wooden clock that struck the hour, but it was his first published Farmer's 
Almanac that brought him fame. In 1791, he published the Almanac for Maryland, Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia. He published these Almanacs annually until 1802. 

WHAT'S NEW AT THE HAYS HOUSE 
*** All HH events at Hays House Museum, 324 Kenmore Avenue, Bel Air, MD 21014 *** 

 4th of July at the Hays House: July 4, 2026, 9 am to 12 pm   

Celebrate America’s historic 250th Anniversary at Bel Air’s historic House Museum. Enjoy music, games, 
crafts, and special events celebrating bygone days, as well as the excitement and trepidation of 
independence. Make this a day to remember for the whole family. 

Members free; Non- Members $5; children free 

 Sharing the Spirit: Readings and Celebration: July 8, 2026, 6 pm 

From Europe to the Caribbean, across the American continents, into the Pacific, and on to Eastern Asia, 
people will gather to read the Declaration of Independence together, celebrating the birth of our nation 
and the Document that changed the world. The Historical Society will sponsor an invitation-only event 
at the History Center, complemented by an open invitation to all Harford County residents to share in 
the reading of the Declaration of Independence at the Hays House Museum or at one of the participating 
library sites throughout the County.  

Please join us at 6:00 pm on July 8th at the Hays House Museum or at one of the participating libraries as 
county residents and friends gather in front of the Hays House to hear the Declaration of Independence 
read aloud as part of the nationwide Sharing the Spirit of America initiative. The reading will be a choral 
rendition presented by local high school students. 

No Registration required. Free event. Donations appreciated. 

 Dolly Madison and Ice Cream: July 12, 2026, 1 pm 

Featuring guest speaker Dr. Sandra Wallis,  

Did you know that Dolly Madison was the first First Lady to serve ice cream at the White House? Learn 
about the amazing Dolly! Enjoy a storytelling time for kids and learn about the process of making ice 
cream then and now. Enjoy your own ice cream treat!  

Registration required (www.HarfordHistory.org). Members Free. Non-Members $5 
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 To be Clean…or Not… in the 18th Century 

Featuring guest speaker Susan Wooden, July 26, 2026, 1 pm 

We take regular showers and running water for granted these days but think back to a time when 
everyone made their own soap and no corner grocery store was available. How did people survive 
regular daily ablutions? Join us for a lively presentation with a bit of show and tell about the mechanics 
of cleanliness and hygiene in the days before indoor plumbing, toilet paper, bath gel, shampoo & 
conditioner, toothpaste, and terry cloth. 

Registration required (www.HarfordHistory.org). Members Free. Non-Members $5 

 Herb Garden Presentation, August 9, 2026, 1 pm 

Creating a herb garden can be an enriching experience, blending the joys of gardening with the benefits 
of fresh herbs for culinary and medicinal uses. A well-designed herb garden can be tailored to fit any 
space, whether it's a small balcony, a backyard, or even indoor pots. To learn more about the uses of 
herbs and how you, too, can become a successful herb gardener, join us at the Hays House Museum on 
Sunday, August 9, at 1 pm. 

Registration required (www.HarfordHistory.org). Members Free. Non-Members $5 

 Suffrage: A Family Affair: Dr. Howard Kelly and Dora Kelly Lewis 

Featuring guest speaker Dr. Amy Rosenkrans, August 23, 2026, 1 pm 

Howard Atwood Kelly, a renowned doctor and one of the 
founders of Johns Hopkins Medical College, is well known 
for his accomplishments in the field of gynecology. His 
dedication to his religion and the Temperance Movement has 
also been well documented. What many people do not know 
is that Dr. Kelly, like his sister Dora Kelly Lewis, was also a 
suffragist (at least for a time). Join Dr. Amy Rosenkrans to 
learn about the suffrage work of the Kelly siblings. 

Registration required (www.HarfordHistory.org). Members 
$10. Non-Members $25 

TEXTILE DEPARTMENT 
Silk Escape and Evasion Maps 

Like many others of my age, I am proud that my father served in the U.S. Army during World War II. I 
also worked as a Department of the Army civilian for 20+ years. And I also enjoy textiles through sewing, 
quilting, and other needlecraft. All those elements came together when a recent donation to the Historical 
Society's textile department piqued my interest—a World War II fabric map commonly called “silk” or 
“escape and evasion” maps. 

At first glance, the fabric square looks like a fancy fashion scarf accessory. However, it is instead a double-
sided map printed on fabric, specifically made for evasion and escape. The fabric map, 29” x 28.5”, is 
often called a “silk” evasion and escape map, although it is actually made of rayon acetate. It is a map of 
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northern Europe. The front is labeled Sheet C, 43/C and depicts Holland, Belgium (Except the West 
Coast), France (Northeast), and Germany (west and central). The back is labeled Sheet D, 43/D and 
depicts France (South East), Germany (South West), and Switzerland (Except South East). The primary 
map scale is 1:1,000,000. It was made in 1943. 

Escape and evasion maps were printed on silk or rayon because the fabric was lightweight and easy to 
fold or crumple into a small space. The fabric did not make noise when crumpled or folded. They could 
be smoothed without tearing or losing legibility. They would not disintegrate when wet, and the fold 
line would not tear. They could be easily concealed in very small spaces. All of these attributes made the 
fabric maps superior to paper maps, especially for evasion and escape purposes.  

The idea, of course, was that if a serviceman were captured or shot down in hostile territory, a map 
would help him evade capture, or escape from capture, and find his way to friendly territory. The maps 
were included in the survival kits of Allied pilots and aircrew. Aircrew would often conceal the silk maps 
on their persons, such as hiding them in flight suits or sewing them into clothing linings. 

The evasion and escape fabric maps were originally conceived by a British intelligence officer and 
produced by MI9, the military intelligence group in the British War Office.   Because the map information 
was similar to a travel map (i.e., not containing secret military intelligence), MI9 worked in conjunction 
with John Bartholomew, a well-known British mapmaker, to produce the “silk” maps. The Bartholomew 
firm waived all copyright fees for the duration of the war. This was a considerable financial donation 
since MI9 produced a total of 348,000+ maps. Maps were tailored to the specific areas where airmen were 
most likely to be shot down. Hence, there were silk escape-and-evasion maps for areas in Europe, North 
Africa, the Middle East, and the Pacific theaters. Great Britain made the European theater maps, while 
the U.S. printed the Pacific theater maps. 

The use of the “silk” was extended to getting the maps to POW camps, as described in an article by D. 
Hall. The maps were concealed in games of Monopoly (in conjunction with the game manufacturer J 
Waddington), as well as in decks of cards and other items included in parcels sent to POWs by their 
families and the Red Cross. Silk maps played an important role in helping airmen evade capture and 
return to safety. 

We are fortunate to have two such maps in our collection. The silk map in our collection that caught my 
interest is the 43/C and 43/D maps, which include parts of Holland, Belgium, France, Germany, and 
Switzerland. We also maintain a silk map of the Pacific theater, specifically of Eastern Asia—Nagasaki & 
Kagoshima, Japan. The Pacific silk map is currently on display in the HSHC Museum area. 

References: 

Great Escapes: The Story of MI9’s Second World War Escape and Evasion Maps. Authored by Barbara Bond,  
Nov 24, 2015. (Book available on Amazon.) 

Hall, Debbie. (2014). Top Secret History:  maps printed on silk, smuggled in Monopoly games to aid prisoners of 
war. 

Available at:  https://execsecurity.com/news/silk-maps-smuggled-in-monopoly/ 

McMaster University Libraries Collection. 

https://library.mcmaster.ca/wwii-escape-and-evasion-maps 
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The Cartographic Institute, The History of World War II Silk Aviator’s Survival  Map. 

https://thecartographicinstitute.com/the-history-of-world-war-ii-silk-aviators-survival-map/ 

U.S. Cloth Maps of World War II. (Article appeared in The Air Forces & Evasion Society, Summer 2008, 
Communications, vol. 20, no. 2, June 12, 2008. 

Available at:  https://wwii-netherlands-escape-lines.com/escape-and-evasion-topics/escape-aids/escape-
aids-cloth-maps/ 

Sue Hill, Textiles Volunteer 

BOOK REVIEW 
CONFRONTING BAD HISTORY: 

HOW A LOST CAUSE AND FRADULENT BOOK CAUSED 
THE JOHN WILKES BOOTH EXHUMATION TRIAL 

By Francis J. Gorman 

 
John Wilkes Booth will never overtake Abraham Lincoln, George Washington, or Thomas Jefferson as 
the subject of a non-fiction book of history. But that reality fails to deter authors from producing more 
and more works, good and bad, regarding Lincoln’s assassin. And Francis J. (Frank) Gorman’s 
Confronting Bad History is a good one, albeit of a different nature than most Booth studies. 

As the subtitle makes clear, Gorman’s 498-page book focuses on the May 1995 Trial in Baltimore 
Circuit Court concerning the effort by two Booth would-be historians, Nathaniel Orlowek and Arthur 
Chitty, and 22 distant Booth relatives, to force Baltimore’s Green Mount Cemetery to exhume Booth’s 
body, where it had been interred in 1869. 

These individuals sought to challenge the historically accepted view of the fate of the Bel Air native 
following his assassination of Abraham Lincoln. The traditional account is that Union soldiers chased 
Booth into Virginia, surrounded him, and on April 26, 1865, shot him dead in a barn at the Garrett Farm 
near Front Royal. Federal authorities returned the body to Washington and eventually to Baltimore for 
burial.  

In 1907, Mississippi-born attorney Finis L. Bates published a highly problematic book, entitled The Escape 
and Suicide of John Wilkes Booth, “to set the record straight. Bates claimed Booth fled the Garrett farm and 
traveled under various aliases throughout the South until his death in 1903. The self-promoting Bates, 
who had befriended the incognito Booth decades before, and had learned his “true” identity, mummified 
the remains, displayed the embalmed cadaver in his office, and eventually sold it to a succession of 
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owners who, in turn, placed it with traveling circuses until a fiery train wreck destroyed it in the mid-
20th Century.  

The Bates account so intrigued Orlowek and Chitty that they persuaded the Booth kin to join their scheme 
to validate Bates’ improbable book and prove that the body in Greenmount was someone other than 
Booth. They also convinced the sensationalist TV series, Unsolved Mysteries, into producing the Bates' 
fraudulent story in a 1991 episode. The popularity of the episode emboldened the escapist proponents to 
sue Baltimore’s Green Mount Cemetery, requiring it to disentomb the body.  

Francis J. Gorman, who represented Green Mount Cemetery, is a partner in an established Baltimore 
firm that deals in intellectual property cases. A graduate of Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service (1963)  and its Law Center (1969), Gorman is a member of the American College of Trial Lawyers 
and a recipient of the Lee A Caplan Award for Pro Bono Services.  

The author divides the book’s first 198 pages of narrative text into five parts. These segments comprise 
the historical background; Finis Bates and his book; applicable law and exhumation cases; the trial 
overall, including the testimony by anthropologists, lawyers, a medical examiner, and professional 
historians (two of whom, Mike Kauffman and Terry Alford, have spoken at the Historical Society and/or 
Tudor Hall), and the legal tactics of both sides in the case. The fifth part focuses on the historical 
retrospective and developments subsequent to the trial.  

Confronting Bad History’s next 36 pages include the conventional elements that readers usually find at the 
end of works of non-fiction (acknowledgments, index, notes, sources, etc.). The concluding 264 pages of 
Conrad’s 498-page tome are a whopping Appendix encompassing select legal documents pertaining to 
the trial. 

The trial’s outcome was a “slam dunk” for Gorman and Greenmount Cemetery. The plaintiffs’ Chief 
Attorney, Mark Zaid (“the boy attorney”), was a recent graduate of Albany University School of Law, 
who lacked credible witnesses, who knew nothing of the historical background prior to accepting the 
case, and had his clients as his legal staff. After a four-day trial, the jury needed but three hours to rule 
in favor of the defense. 

Despite the court’s definitive ruling, the myth of Booth’s post-1865 exploits remains popular with lovers 
of conspiracies, White Supremacists, and advocates of the South’s Lost Cause theory of war. Look for 
more works on John Wilkes Booth and the Lincoln assassination. 

Gorman’s tome will appeal to a wide variety of readers, although it may be unnecessary for each to 
read the entire book to have their interests satisfied. These include students of historiography, historical 
conspiracy theorists, true crime enthusiasts, and Lincoln, Booth, and Civil War generalists. Attorneys 
and Legal scholars will likely find the entire book appealing. 

Jim Chrismer 

 

All images and text are copyright by The Historical Society of Harford County, Inc. All rights reserved, no use 
without prior consent. The Historical Society of Harford County, Inc. is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization, 
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