
The HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF HARFORD COUNTY, Inc. 
Preserving Our Past For Your Future 

Society News 

September / October 2026 

 

 
 

 

 

Phone: (410) 838-7691 

FAX: (410) 838-5257 

E-Mail: info@HarfordHistory.org 

On the web: www.HarfordHistory.org 
 

143 N. Main Street 

Bel Air, MD 21014 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Greetings Members and Friends of the Historical Society! 

July 4th has passed, but the America 250 celebrations are continuing at 

both the Harford History Center and the Hays House Museum with 

several speakers and events scheduled at both locations. 

In addition, the Event Committee has embraced what I believe is a new 

type of sports event and exhibit at the History Center. It's called Harford 

County on Two Wheels: Preserving a Racing Legacy, which will 

commemorate the rich and mostly unknown Harford history of off-

road motorcycle racing and its storied riders. There will be bikes and 

exhibits on display for hill climb, motocross, enduro, and flat track 

racing, both past and present. The kickoff event will be Saturday, 

August 29 from 11-2 pm. Longtime riders Tim Stancill and Tom 

Grimmel, as well as the current national champion hillclimber Jake 

Rassa will be attending. 

This event is a Fundraiser for the Society. Go to 

www.harfordhistory.org to buy tickets for this and other events. 

Tickets will also be available for purchase at the gate on the day of the 

motorcycle event. 

As always, the newsletter editor, Carol Deibel, has prepared a terrific 

newsletter. The Society thanks our major sponsor for the printing and 

mailing, Harford Mutual Insurance! 

I look forward to seeing everyone at both the Harford History Center at 

143 N. Main St. and the Hays House Museum at 324 Kenmore Ave., Bel 

Air. 

Best, 

Charles (Chuck) J Castoro, M.D., President 

 
The Historical Society of 

Harford County, Inc., 

headquarters. 
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 AMERICA 250 

Art Exhibition: Declaration of Independence 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 

they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 

these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." 

This July, the Declaration of Independence turned 250 years old. In 

commemoration of this storied anniversary, the Historical Society of Harford 

County (HSHC) created a collaborative public art exhibition consisting of seven 

5ft x 9ft printed panels featuring the winning works of selected artists. Artists from throughout the region 

submitted printable reproductions of original work that interpreted one of seven curated phrases from 

the Declaration of Independence. Harford County's America 250 Committee chose the winning entries, 

which are now on display along the fence line of the Harford History Center's parking area on Gordon 

Street in Bel Air. Jenna Fritz, the project manager for this exhibit, describes the works and the artists' 

thoughts in creating these amazing artworks below.  

Wow, what a fantastic turnout! A massive thank you to all the hardworking artists, committee members, 

volunteers, and society staff who helped make Declaration 250 a success. With exhibits like these, there's 

so much going on behind the scenes to make everything work. I want to take this opportunity to pull 

back the curtain and share some words and ideas from the artists about their work and their connection 

to the larger narrative.  

 Jonathan West's pieces have roots in the Modern progressive art movement; the flag paintings, 

in particular, are his "artistic reaction to the attacks on our country on 9-11-2001."  The characters reflect 

this by showing how nations change and develop, with 9-11 being one of the biggest turning points in 

modern American history. 

 Per Deborah Harrison, she "wanted to liken the race for American Independence to a horse race 

with the three 'contenders' being The Bush Declaration, The Declaration of Independence, and The 

Constitution." I carried this idea over into the dialogue of the characters' exploration of a long history of 

democratic development captured in a moment of triumph." 

 Artkina Celestin shares: "My piece is an interpretation of the phrase "That all (people) are created 

equal…" Each arm can encompass a variety of races, cultures, or genders. Leaving the viewer with the 

impression that we are not just all equal but 

connected." A classic and much-beloved ideal only 

needed simple affirmation from our cast! 

 Howard 'Chip' Dorsey took the 

opportunity to engage deeply with local history, 

depicting the Bush Declaration as an inspirational 

link to the revolutionary spirit of the Declaration 

of Independence. He shows us his rendition of the 

Bush Tavern, between Bush Creek and 

Philadelphia Road, with an eagle bursting forth, 

holding a flintlock in one talon and the Bush 
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Declaration in the other. Dorsey aims to symbolize "the courage of our patriots in establishing a 

government delivered of the authority of monarchy," and our characters follow suit, gathering the local 

militia and bringing cannons. 

 Lauren Hughes's work honors the impact the Miracle League of Harford County has had on her 

family. The composition displays her view from the bleachers behind home plate- symbolic in its own 

right due to her son's early Cerebral Palsy diagnosis. The overflowing community support and 

opportunities they found after moving to Harford County epitomize the civic concept of Shared 

Community Values & Civic identity behind her quote: "We hold these truths to be self-evident." 

 Oletha DeVane chose Harriet Tubman as her subject to embody "African American ideals of 

resistance and resilience." This determination to gain freedom and control over her own destiny is both 

an inspiration and a resonant throughline in her community from childhood. The message is 

compounded by her use of the raven as a "representation of voice." "In spiritual and biblical traditions," 

DeVane shares, "the raven often symbolizes divine provision, unexpected guidance, and 

transformation—qualities that closely reflect Harriet Tubman's life and legacy."  

Upon experiencing this evocative piece, the Harford 250 Committee and I agreed that not only was the 

Voice of the People a standout civic concept, but the piece also highlighted the true importance of popular 

sovereignty and legitimate, consensual governance. It is important to recognize both the path our nation 

has taken to live up to its ideas and the people who came together to lift us from the pitfalls on that road 

- everyday people and extraordinary individuals alike.  

Thank you for joining me on this small excursion into the thought processes of all our wonderful artists! 

The full exhibit is on display along the Harford History Center's parking lot fence line facing East Gordon 

Street in Bel Air. If you stop by, be sure to scan the QR code to share your thoughts! 

Jenna Fritz, Project Manager 

IN OTHER AMERICA 250 NEWS 

While July 4th has passed, the celebration of our nation's 250th birthday isn't over! Visit 

https://www.helloharford.com/9/Events and select "America 250" as the event type to explore more ways 

Harford County is commemorating the Semiquincentennial. Don't forget to visit historic sites across the 

County along the America 250 Celebration Trail! Visit https://www.helloharford.com/222/Trails to learn 

more. 

Jacob Benson, Co-Chair, Harford 250 Committee 

NEW MEMBERS 

Larry Blackburn  Sarah Morris   Michael Ingoe 

  Sergio Dalto   Frances Hall 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Historical Society operates two museums in Harford County: The Harford History Center on Main 

Street and the Hays House Museum on Kenmore Avenue; both are in Bel Air, and both depend on 

volunteers to operate. We hope you will consider becoming a part of our team. 

 Friendly Greeters at The History Center 

Do you love to smile and make people feel welcome? 

Join our History Center team as a Volunteer Greeter. 

You will be the very first friendly face visitors see when 

they arrive. As a Greeter, you will answer basic 

questions about the Historical Society's offerings, help 

people find their way around the History Center's 

museum, and hand out programs, brochures, and 

flyers. Shifts are flexible, based on your availability. 

Ready to share your smile? Contact Chelsea Cline at 

ad@harfordhistory.org  or call us at 410-838-7691. 

 Hays House Museum Volunteers Needed! 

The Hays House is open two Sundays a month from 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm. We really need to recruit a cadre 

of volunteers who can assist on Sundays. We will use a sign-up calendar so you can choose dates that are 

convenient for you. Tasks would include signing people in, giving directions for the day's activities, and 

assisting visitors.  

We also plan to provide training for volunteers who are willing to give tours of the house. Please contact 

Sandi Wallis at swallis1776@gmail.com or Julie Brasch at julieandcaptbrasch@gmail.com. We will be 

happy to answer any questions you have. Your assistance will have a huge impact. And we think you 

will really enjoy being a Hays House volunteer! 

COMING EVENTS 

 Harford County on Two Wheels: Preserving a Racing Legacy 

Saturday, August 29, 11 am – 2 pm, Exhibit and Opening Day Celebration 

The Harford History Center, 143 N. Main St., Bel Air, MD 21014 

Join us as we celebrate the opening of the newest Sports Hall of Fame Exhibit, Harford County on Two 

Wheels: Preserving a Racing Legacy, with a special motorcycle showcase on Saturday, August 29, 2026, from 

11 am – 2 pm at the History Center.   

Visitors will have the opportunity to explore a unique 

collection of motorcycles representing several racing 

disciplines, including hill climbing, motocross, trail/trials 

riding, and flat track. The featured bikes are on loan from 

the Stansfield Collection at the Baltimore Broom Factory, 

along with the private collections of longtime local racers 

Tim Stancil and Tom Grimmel. 
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We're also excited to welcome National Champion Hill Climber Jake Rassa of Fallston, who will be on 

site to meet visitors, sign autographs, and answer questions throughout the event.  

Cowboy Eats Food Truck will be on site serving a variety of menu favorites. This promises to be a fun 

day. For those who can't make the event on Saturday, or just want more time to view the showcased 

bikes, the Motorcycle Hall of Fame Exhibit will be on display at the History Center through November 

25, 2026. 

Admission: $5 for adults; children 12 and under free. 

 Martha and George: A Love Story - Performed by Alisa Dupuy & Curt Radabaugh,  

Saturday, September 19, 2026, 2 pm 

The Harford History Center, 143 N. Main St., Bel Air, MD 21014 

Many of our followers saw Ms. Dupuy in the past as she portrayed 

Adrienne de Lafaye�e. She returns this year as Martha Washington in an 

equally spellbinding performance -- one you will not want to miss. 

Performer Curt Radabaugh joins Alisa Dupuy, and together they bring the 

first couple's story to life in a memorable program. 

Learn the story of George and Martha Washington's 40-year marriage. One 

that combined a strategic match with a deeply devoted partnership. After 

meeting in 1758, they married on January 6, 1759. Martha brought immense 

wealth and two children to the union, while George provided stability, 

establishing a beloved family home at George Washington's Mount Vernon. 

During the Revolutionary War, Martha frequently traveled to stay with the General at his winter 

encampments, serving as his "rock of comfort." They relied on one another through political milestones, 

the hardships of war, and the tragic loss of their children, remaining steadfast partners until George died 

in 1799.  

We all hear the stories of George Washington as a warrior and President, but seldom learn about the 

man. This is a unique opportunity to hear the story of Washington as husband and father. Who says 

history has to be boring! Come and enjoy an afternoon with George and Martha and relive a unique 

period in our nation's history.  

Register at www.harfordhistory.org. Members $10, Non-Members $25 

 America 250 Speakers Series: Mollee Kruger & The Cobbler's Last, Story and tour 

Storyteller, Chris Po�s, and videographer, Morgan Knox, Tuesday, October 13, 2026, 12:30 pm 

The Harford History Center, 143 N. Main St., Bel Air, MD 21014 

Mollee Kruger, poet, journalist, and memorialist, was born in Bel 

Air on March 28, 1929. She lived with her family over their shoe 

store on Main Street. Her book The Cobbler's Last recounts her 

life here during the Great Depression and World War II. While 

still in high school, Mollee wrote for one of the local newspapers, 

receiving the grand sum of five cents per column inch for her 

copy. After graduating from the University of Maryland, Mollee 
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became an internationally recognized, award-winning writer noted for her humor and wisdom, writing 

TV and radio scripts, several poetry collections, essays, and columns for the Washington Post, the 

Baltimore Sun, and numerous other publications. Her career as a novelist didn't begin until she was 86. 

Since then, she has published eleven more novels. 

Join Executive Director Christine Po�s and videographer Morgan Knox on Tuesday, October 13 at 12:30 

pm to learn the full story of this prolific Bel Air author and take a tour of Bel Air as they share Mollee's 

stories about Bel Air in the 30s and 40s. 

Register at www.harfordhistory.org. Members $10, Non-Members $25 

 Genealogical Symposium, Do You Have a Patriot in Your Family Tree 

Genealogist, Christopher Smithson, Saturday, October 24, 2026, 10 am 

The Harford History Center, 143 N. Main St., Bel Air, MD 21014 

Every family has a story – Did your family se�le in Harford County before the Revolution? Did your 

ancestor serve in Harford's Militia, participate in the Revolutionary War? Did they immigrate later, as 

the Welsh came to mine the quarries, the Irish to build the 

Susquehanna Canal and the railroad, and the Czechs to build 

the Bata Shoe Factory and Village? Were they part of the Down 

Yonder migrants?  

Come learn how to uncover your ancestry. This introductory 

genealogy workshop will help you discover the legacy your 

ancestors left behind. Learn how to trace your lineage with 

confidence; create a family tree diagram starting with yourself 

and going backward in time to depict your ancestors; locate and organize key family records (e.g., birth, 

marriage, death, and census records); document your findings and keep track of your research; and 

discover your family's story. Handouts will be provided to help you with this journey. 

The program will begin with a lecture, 10 am–noon. A short lunch break will follow this. Participants 

will then be able to conduct their own research with staff assistance. Please bring your lunch and a laptop 

computer or tablet with internet access to the workshop, so you can work on your research while our 

genealogists assist you on your journey. 

 Register at  www.harfordhistory.org. Members $10, Non-Members $25 

WHAT'S NEW AT THE HAYS HOUSE 

All Hays House events at Hays House Museum, 324 Kenmore Avenue, Bel Air, MD 21014 

Upkeep on a house that is almost as old as our country is a challenge. Be sure to come by to see the 

progress on recent repairs! Through a grant from Maryland Historic Trust, we have repaired our porches 

and replaced damaged siding. We are also working on a long-term list so that we can stay ahead of 

repairs and schedule routine maintenance to prevent damage where possible. 

The Hays House has a full calendar of programs in September and October. Add these to your calendar 

now and plan to visit! Volunteers are always appreciated as well.  
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 Constitution Day Program: Presented by the Governor William Paca Chapter, DAR 

Sunday, September 13, 2026, 1 pm 

Delegates to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, PA, 

signed the United States Constitution in September 1787, 

beginning a process of state-by-state ratification that lasted until 

1790. If the Declaration of Independence was the "mission 

statement" of the new nation, the Constitution was its "user's 

manual." Join us to learn more about how a new nation created a 

document that guides us today and is still controversial. 

Registration required. Members Free. Non-Members $5 

 Celebrate the Constitution with Bell Ringing at the History Center! 

We have enjoyed a wonderful summer celebrating the 250th anniversary of the 

Declaration of Independence, the "mission statement" of our nation. We now 

turn to the "user's manual," the Constitution. In the summer of 1787, delegates 

from the new states gathered in Philadelphia to create a new form of 

government. And after a long, hot Philadelphia summer, the new 

Constitution was signed by the delegates on September 17, 1787, and 

presented to the states for ratification.  

Plan to join us at the Harford History Center on Thursday, September 17, 2026, at precisely 4:00 pm, to 

celebrate the 239th anniversary of that day. We will join the line of "bell ringers" lining Main Street in Bel 

Air. Following one minute of bell ringing, we will all read the Preamble to the Constitution. We plan to 

ask the churches to join us. Imagine the joy ringing across the town and the County! Let us continue the 

celebration of this great nation and our own community!  

 For further information or to volunteer, please contact Sandi Wallis (swallis1776@gmail.com) or Carol 

Anne Powers (carolawp61@gmail.com). 

 Revolutionary Harford: Women Living on the Strength of Washington's Army 

Presented by Susan Wooden, Sunday, September 27, 2026, 1 pm 

The Continental Congress defined camp followers in the 

1776 American Articles of War as "…all persons 

whatsoever serving with the armies of the United States." 

General George Washington considered women camp 

followers, in particular, "…a clog upon every movement" 

of the Army. Visit with women of the re-created First 

Maryland Regiment to discover how and why they were 

living "on the strength" of Washington's Army. 

Women's involvement in the United States' first Army is a mostly untold history. Join guest speaker 

Susan Wooden on Sunday, September 27, to learn about these brave women and children. 

Registration required. Members $10. Non-Members $25 

 



 Page 8 Society News 

 

 Open House, Sunday, October 11, 2026, 1 pm 

The Hays House Museum will be open to visitors on Sunday, October 11. 

No Registration required. Members Free. Non-Members $5 

 The 2nd Annual Apple Bu�er and Fall Festival at the Hays House Museum 

Sunday, October 18, 2026, 12 pm 

Follow the scent of apples cooking and be part of a demonstration on how apple 

bu�er used to be made- the old-fashioned way, slowly simmered in a large copper 

ke�le over an open fire. Join in the fun. Take a turn at stirring the ke�le. Fun for 

the entire family. 

Registration required. Members Free. Non-Members $5 

Visitors Welcome 

In addition to the Society's numerous events, the History Center and the Hays House offer opportunities 

for visitors to learn about the history and people of Harford County and the surrounding region by 

perusing the Society's museum, gift shop, and library at the History Center, scheduling a session with 

our research team, and touring the Hays House Museum. Please check our hours of operation below, 

and plan to visit us soon. 

 

THE TEXTILE DEPARTMENT 

Textile donations that fascinate our volunteers the most tend to be more ordinary than elegant, perhaps 

because they are the garments least likely to have been saved and most likely to have an interesting story. 

An example is a well-worn dress (2025.014.065) of peach-colored co�on gauze we received with the 

owner's 1931 wedding ensemble. The gauze dress has many repairs and a few holes. We imagine it as a 

once-fashionable dress of the late 1920s that was worn almost to threads during the deprivations of the 

Great Depression. We don't know why it was saved, but our collection is enhanced by the dress and its 

mystery. 

Other examples include everyday quilts made with old clothes and feedsack fabrics. We have been 

known to say, almost in unison, "Flour sack!" when we recognize feedsack fabric in a colorful quilt. Most 

of us of a certain age are familiar with the varied designs of these co�on bags, or commodity bags, as 

they are called in the milling and textile industries, but did you know that there was an annual National 

Co�on Bag Sewing Queen contest? We didn't, either, until we researched the bags' origins to be�er assess 

a recent acquisition of garments made of feedsack fabric. Here's the scoop: 
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Missouri millworker Asa T. Bales obtained a patent in 1924 for "a sack, the cloth 

of which is adapted to be used for dress goods after the product has been 

removed or consumed." Bales then assigned the patent to the George P. Plant 

Milling Company. By 1925, the company was producing Gingham Girl sacks as 

packaging for its quality brands of flour.  

According to textile historian Margaret Powell, "…three yards of dress quality 

gingham used in Gingham Girl Flour sacks from the George P. Plant Milling 

Company could be salvaged after the use of two or three one-hundred-pound 

bags of flour."  

Brilliant marketing and a boon to rural homemakers! The trend of upcycling the 

sacks into nearly free clothing and household items gave the women more 

purchasing power at farm supply stores and also created a web of profitable 

consumerism in the milling and textile industries, agricultural extension services and certain educational 

outlets, publishers, clothing pa�ern companies, and even itinerant peddlers. When millers later tried to 

decrease costs by urging women to return the bags for refilling, textile manufacturers upped the ante by 

producing be�er quality fabrics for the bags and more engaging prints.  

As demand and popularity grew, women held swap gatherings called Sack and Snack Clubs to obtain 

adequate yardage in the same print for their needs. You can find similar swap clubs now on FaceBook! 

Despite fabric rationing during World War II, commodity sacks remained available in the industrial use 

category. After the war, cheaper paper packaging began to replace co�on. The National Co�on Council, 

the Textile Bag Manufacturers Association, textile designers, and pa�ernmakers McCalls and Simplicity 

then joined forces to fight the decline of reusable fabric sacks by increasing consumer demand for them 

through design competitions, fashion shows, and sewing contests at state fairs to find the National Co�on 

Bag Sewing Queen. However, by 1963, decorative co�on feed sacks were no longer being manufactured. 

The acquisitions that prompted our research are two floral nightgowns (2026.014.059 A, B) made of a 

slightly coarse co�on sack fabric for the donor when she was a young girl living on a Harford County 

farm, about 1950. Unlike the peach dress, the nightgowns are in good condition, despite many washings. 

Both nightgowns feature a wide ruffle at the hem, narrower ruffles at the neckline and sleeves, and bu�on 

closures on plackets at the back neck. They were likely made from 100-pound sacks and are a good 

example of the way intentional product design for profit can also contribute to the well-being of its 

consumers. 

The following online resources offer more history about co�on sack fabric than we can include in this 

article.  

Make Do: Feed-Sack Fashion in the First Half of the Twentieth Century | PieceWork 

"From Feed Sack to Clothes Rack: The Use of Commodity Textile Bags in " by Margaret Powell 

h�ps://www.internationalquiltmuseum.org/exhibition/feed-sacks-american-fairy-tale 

PS: Stop by the County Administration building at 220 South Main Street to see our "A Day at the 

Beach" 1920s bathing suit display! 

Susan K. Wooden, with the Textile Department Volunteers 

"A sack, the cloth of 

which…" 
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THE ALFRED B. HILTON MEMORIAL FOUNDATION PURSUES ITS MISSION 

Many persons assumed that the Alfred B. 

Hilton Memorial Foundation's (ABHMF) 

2022 dedication of the impressive 

monument at the foot of Craig Park in 

Havre de Grace meant that the foundation 

had completed its mission. By no means. 

The foundation, devoted to preserving and 

promoting the memory and significance of 

Sergeant Hilton, Harford's sole Medal of 

Honor recipient, and his Harford-related 

mates of the United States Colored Troops 

(USCT), has quietly advanced its essential 

purpose: to honor and promote knowledge of Hilton, the 4th USCT's national flagbearer, mortally 

wounded at the Battle of New Market Heights in September 1864.    

The ABHMF's two most significant activities in recent years involved the youth in all primary and 

secondary schools in Harford County and a hands-on project for adults in locating, clearing, identifying, 

and marking the gravestones of Harford-related USCTs. 

The contest, introduced this past school year, was two-fold. It encouraged students in High and Middle 

grades to write essays on one of several pre-chosen topics, "preserving his [Hilton's] story, elevating the 

contributions of the USCTs, and empowering communities through education, remembrance, and 

outreach." The contest asked students in the primary grades to produce a drawing about Sgt: Hilton and 

his heroism.  

To incentivize and reward the young people for their efforts and learning, the foundation provided 

monetary prizes, varied by grade level. These ranged from $125 to $1000. All student entrants received 

a formal certificate of participation. The ABHMF announced prize recipients at a foundation meeting in 

June 2026. 

Perhaps the most significant and lasting pursuit of the ABHMF in the last two years concerns the 

gravestones of Harford-related USCT soldiers. Sgt. Alfred B. Hilton, himself, rests in Hampton National 

Cemetery, Virginia. Given the impetus provided by Jim Chrismer's original compilation of 250 soldiers, 

Sue Neppi, using documented service records, government and other websites, and personal data, 

proceeded to confirm an additional 75 USCT soldiers, for a total of 305 men. This additional work, made 

possible by a grant from the Dresher Foundation, has been shared with the Historical Society of Harford 

County and made available online. 

Forty-nine (49) USCT burial sites have been identified as being within the County. Led by Jim Thornton 

and Sue Nappi, members of the foundation visited each site, assessed the conditions of headstones and 

cemeteries, and placed a marker to honor the soldiers' legacy. Upcoming efforts include cleaning, 

repairing or replacing damaged headstones, and providing a permanent historical plaque in each 

cemetery to ensure these heroes are properly remembered. 
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A relevant statement by the ABHMF reads as follows: We are deeply committed to honoring SGT Alfred B. 

Hilton and the United States Colored Troops, because preserving their legacy is not just our mission, it is our 

responsibility and our privilege." 

Information about Sgt. Alfred B. Hilton, the ABHMF, the USCT'S, and related matters can be found at 

https://www.sgtalfredbhiltonfoundation.com/ 

Jim Chrismer – Publications Committee 

GIFT SHOP: UNIQUE HOMETOWN TREASURES 

Since the Historical Society opened its doors on Main Street in Bel Air, it has offered unique gift shop 

items telling the story of Harford County. With the renovation of the building to make room for the 

Harford County History Museum, the gift shop has moved to the website and the interior of the History 

Center (the building's new name, adopted in 2026). To access the gift shop offerings on the Society's 

website (www.harfordhistory.org), click on the Explore Our Shop icon on the homepage. From there, you 

can choose books by local authors, digital publications, Harford Historical Bulletins, or Historical Society 

collectibles. The proceeds from the Gift Shop go directly to the day-to-day operations of the History 

Center and are greatly appreciated. Many of the books are unavailable elsewhere. The digital 

publications include everything from a coloring book to numerous genealogy offerings and brief local 

histories. For now, I will concentrate on the Harford Historical Bulletins. All of these items are also 

available at the History Center on Main Street in Bel Air. Here you will also find postcards, additional 

books not shown on the website, and recent acquisitions providing treasured stories of our County. 

 Harford Historical Bulletins 

The Historical Society began publishing short stories about places, people, and happenings in Harford 

County in the 1970s. To date, Society members have written more than one hundred bulletins on many 

diverse topics ranging from baseball's early days in Harford to World War I and the draft. Harford 

County is often referred to as America in Miniature because of its diverse landscapes, from coastal plains 

to rolling hills; its historic fabric, from agricultural center to suburbia; its military history, from the 

American Revolution to the War of 1812 and beyond; and its role in the early colonial founding of this 

nation. All of these topics can be found in these fascinating bulletins, which range in price from $5 to $15. 

Discover your County's history and peruse these stories whether you are a military buff or a fan of the 

old Bel Air Roller Rink. There is something for everyone. 
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